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1 Introduction 

You wish to offer your guests good quality holiday accommodation. Having one or more 

accredited Hiker’s Cabins on your site will greatly increase your market potential.  

 

We now see a trend towards ‘experience tourism’. People seek a unique, personalized adventure: 

something a little out of the ordinary. They are looking for inspiration, while health and 

sustainability are also important considerations.  

 

You can provide this unique experience by offering one or more Hiker’s Cabins on your site. These 

cabins represent a different type of accommodation and they appeal to several target groups. The 

basic Hiker’s Cabin is a straightforward concept to which you can add various optional extras if you 

wish. The strength of our network lies in its reputation, the large and varied selection of locations, 

and guaranteed quality. De Groene Koepel is responsible for the maintenance and expansion of the 

network, for quality control and for promoting the concept among hikers in the Netherlands, 

Belgium, Luxembourg and Germany. 

 

A. Hiker’s Cabins  

Trekkershutten® (Hiker’s Cabins) are relatively simple yet high-quality wooden structures which can 
be found throughout the Benelux. They provide short-stay accommodation for visitors touring a 
particular region, whether on foot, bicycle or by car.  

Trekkershut® is a registered trademark and seal of quality for cabins which meet the stringent 
standards of De Groene Koepel.  

All Hiker’s Cabins can be rented per night, which is a unique selling point compared to many other 
types of accommodation. Guests are able to travel light because most facilities are provided. Visitors 
are generally expected to bring their own sleeping bag or blankets, although you can offer them for 
rent should you wish.  

There are various types of cabin, all of which are eligible for accreditation by De Groene Koepel 

provided they meet the minimum requirements (see 2A). All offer a ‘back-to-nature’ experience 

which is not quite the same as sleeping in a tent, trailer or caravan. Hiker’s Cabins are well-built and 

well-maintained wooden structures. There is no canvas awning or groundsheet.  

Each cabin sleeps between two and six persons. All have mains electricity, lighting and effective 

ventilation. Some extra facilities are recommended to optimize the guest experience (see 2C). 

 

B. De Groene Koepel 

De Groene Koepel is a non-profit foundation dedicated to promoting the sustainable development 

of outdoor recreation. It provides quality assurance and undertakes marketing and promotion 

activities. Site operators and their potential guests can contact De Groene Koepel for advice and 

information.  

De Groene Koepel has three main divisions: Natural Campsites, Group Natural Campsites and the 

Hiker’s Cabins network. All represent the core values of sustainability, cultural history, the nature 

experience and socially responsible enterprise (CSR). We maintain close contact with relevant 
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organizations and public sector authorities to safeguard the future of the Hiker’s Cabins as a unique 

form of leisure accommodation.  

Trekkershut® is a registered trademark of De Groene Koepel. The operators of accredited cabins are 

permitted to use the name and associated logo to support their promotional activities.  

 

C. Quality  

To ensure the quality of the network as a whole, accredited Hiker’s Cabins must meet certain 

minimum requirements, as listed in Chapter 2. Guidelines for location and management are given 

in Chapter 3, while contractual terms and conditions are explained in Chapter 4. Together, these 

provisions ensure that the Hiker’s Cabin concept is a unique, recognizable and high-quality product. 

They are applied by the central committee of De Groene Koepel when assessing applications for 

accreditation.  

De Groene Koepel is the only organization which is entitled to grant or extend accreditation. It is 

responsible for upholding the various regulations and quality standards. The organization is entitled 

to withhold or withdraw accreditation at any time and is not required to give reasons.  

All cabins in the Netherlands are inspected by Stichting Keurmerk Milieu, Veiligheid en Kwaliteit (an 

environmental, safety and quality inspection agency) at least once every three years. Cabins in the 

other Benelux countries are inspected by the relevant national agencies and/or specially trained 

volunteers.  

Owners receive a copy of the inspection report. Any problems requiring rectification are brought to 

their attention.  

Accredited cabins display a plaque with the Trekkershutten logo. The plaque remains 

the property of De Groene Koepel. On becoming a member of the network, you will 

receive a welcome pack with various promotional aids. You will be charged a one-off 

administration fee and an annual subscription.  

 

D. Regulations  

The guidelines of De Groene Koepel are based in private law. This means that they are contractual 

obligations between two private parties. You must also ensure full compliance with all legal 

requirements based on public law in the relevant jurisdiction.  

De Groene Koepel reserves the right to amend any regulation or guideline pertaining to 

accreditation at any time should circumstances so demand.  

Where any such amendment results in a cabin or its operator no longer being able to meet the 

accreditation requirements, the Committee of De Groene Koepel will make every effort to arrive at 

satisfactory arrangements whereby accreditation and the associated privileges are restored within 

a reasonable period.   
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2 MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS  

To be included in the network of accredited Hiker’s Cabins, your accommodation must meet 

certain minimum specifications governing materials, dimensions and facilities. The cabin must be 

of wood in order to provide the required natural ‘look and feel’. It must be well constructed. 

Fixtures and fittings must be of appropriate quality. We consider it particularly important that 

materials and usage represent the highest levels of sustainability and environmental 

responsibility.  

 

A. Dimensions and technical specifications  

 Wall thickness: min. 40 mm  

 Surface area (incl. any upper levels):  min. 6 m2 but no more than 35 m2 

 Floor: smooth; easy to clean  

 Glass/daylight: at least one window or glass door  

 Ventilation: adequate ventilation, preferably an  

 opening window with screen  
 Insulation (if rented year round): at least floor and roof insulation  

 

B. Minimum facilities  

 Sleeping accommodation for two to six persons with (raised) beds, mattresses and pillows.  

 Bunk beds must have steps and a safety rail on the upper level. 

 At least one electrical power point. 

 At least one electric light. 

 Curtains or other window coverings. 

 Screen over open window. 

 Cleaning equipment: broom, dustpan and brush. 

 Adequate sanitary facilities inside the cabin or within reasonable walking distance.  

 (If rented year round) a heater or possibility to hire same. 

 

C. Recommended extra facilities  

To enhance the guest experience, we recommend that a number of extra facilities are provided. 

They are optional rather than mandatory and do not affect eligibility for accreditation.  

 Mattresses at least 10 cm thick.  

 Indoor seating and dining table, preferably wooden.  

 Outdoor seating and dining/picnic table, preferably wooden. 

 Kettle or small hob for boiling water/preparing simple meals.  

 A waste container (with separate recycling sections).  

 Coat hangers and hooks.  

 Additional lighting above cooker.  

 Exterior lighting to guide those arriving after dark.  

 Toilet and/or shower in the cabin.  

 A stove.  

 Somewhere to dry laundry, adjacent to the cabin or in the immediate vicinity.  
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 A covered area providing secure bicycle storage, preferably adjacent or close to the cabin (e.g. 

lock brackets attached to the structure of the cabin or a separate bike shed).  

 A charging point for e-bikes. 

 Facilities in the cabin should not be too ‘upmarket’. It is desirable to retain the simple, authentic 

character expected by the target group.  

 List of all fixtures, fittings and inventory.  



Published by Stichting De Groene Koepel, December 2016 6 

 

3 Location and management  

Hiker’s Cabins should be situated on the premises of a specialist leisure operator such as a 

campsite, B&B or recreation park. The enormous diversity of sites ensures that every guest can find 

suitable accommodation, from a tranquil campsite set amid nature to larger recreation parks or 

yachting marinas. All cabins are registered with the relevant local authority and are therefore 

included in the zoning plans.  

 

A. Location and character  

1. All facilities and sites must comply with all current legislative requirements, including but not 

limited to licensing and planning regulations. 

2. Hiker’s Cabins must be offered solely for the purpose of short-stay guest accommodation.  

3. The cabins must be located in an area of natural or scenic interest, or one with special cultural 

historical significance.  

4. Ideally, cabins should be located close to the tourist facilities of the location concerned. 

5. The site must offer toilets, hot and cold running water and showers within reasonable distance 

of the cabins. (As a general rule, no more than 150 metres.) This requirement does not apply if 

the cabins have their own sanitary facilities.  

 

B.  Management 
1. All Hiker’s Cabins must be available to rent for a single night.  

2. The foundation advises limiting the maximum rental period (to increase availability for touring 

guests.)  

3. Operators are expected to provide a high standard of hospitality, which entails being available 

on site every day.  

4. Operators undertake to comply with all requirements, regulations and conditions listed in this 

document and to cooperate with any inspection (announced or unannounced) and other visits 

deemed necessary to maintain quality.  

5. The plaque supplied as part of the welcome pack must be affixed to the exterior of the Hiker’s 

Cabin.  

6. Cabins must be well maintained at all times. Any repairs should be undertaken using natural and 

sustainable materials, in keeping with the character of the Hiker’s Cabins network and its target 

group.  

7. Environmentally responsible management and maintenance are encouraged.  

8. Guests should leave the cabins ‘clean and clear’. Operators are asked to check that this is the 

case and to undertake any additional cleaning activities to ensure that the cabin is in good order 

for the next guests.  

9. Fixtures and fittings should be of good quality and must comply with all relevant safety 

regulations. Wherever possible, furniture should be of certified sustainable (FSC) wood 

construction.  

10. All water, gas and electrical installations and equipment must comply with the relevant 

legislation and the safety requirements imposed by their manufacturers.  

11. If optional items (such as bed linen and towels) incur an additional charge, this should be clearly 

communicated to guests.  

12. Information submitted to support marketing activities should be a fair and accurate 

representation of the actual situation, i.e. the nature and character of the site and its facilities. 

This also applies to promotional materials produced by the operator.  
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13.  The recommended rate per night for the rental of a Hiker’s Cabin is established annually by De 

Groene Koepel and published on its website. Although the amount is not mandatory, we ask 

operators not to apply charges that are significantly lower or higher. This is to offer guests clarity 

and to minimize competition within the network.  

 

4 Termination of membership  

1. An operator wishing to terminate membership of the network must submit written notification 

to the foundation’s head office no later than 31 October. Receipt will be confirmed in writing.  

2. Plaques must be removed from the cabins and returned to De Groene Koepel within two weeks 

of the termination of membership.  

3. The committee of De Groene Koepel reserves the right to terminate the membership of any 

member who does not comply with the foundation’s guidelines, regulations or conditions. That 

member is then not permitted to use the protected brand name (Trekkershut) or logo in any 

form.  

4. The foundation reserves the right to take legal action against any member who continues to use 

the protected brand name or logo having been notified of his exclusion from the network. All 

costs incurred by De Groene Koepel will be borne by the (former) member.  

 

De Groene Koepel works to promote public awareness of the Hiker’s Cabins concept and the 

network of cabins in the Benelux. Our guidelines have been produced for the benefit of both 

operators and guests, and are intended to clarify precisely what can be expected from an 

accredited Hiker’s Cabin. It then becomes possible to safeguard quality.  

We hope that your membership of the Hiker’s Cabins network will help you to achieve your 

business objectives. May you welcome many nice guests! 

 


